
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

October 2, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 
notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney    Jason Allen  
Donovan Gardner 
Gaye Burton 
Norma Trueblood 
    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  233-2019 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 
Mr. Hornickel advised that it was his intention to discuss the PTMUA employees.  Advised 
that he had asked Mrs. Cosnoski to send RICE notices to all of the PTMUA workers who 
responded that they would like to have their Personnel discussion held in open session and 
he is comfortable doing this. Commented that he will reserve doing this until it is the 
appropriate time.  

 

PRESENTATIONS 
2019 Fire Prevention Proclamations 
 
Council President Trueblood read the Resolution aloud. It was noted that there were no 
representatives from the Fire Department present at the meeting.  
 
Mayor Patriarca advised that the content of his Proclamation was pretty much the same as 
the Council Resolution. Noted that our volunteers have been working harder than ever 
responding to calls. Stated he did not have actual numbers but knows that the last time he 
spoke to the Chief the numbers were up. Asked all to keep in mind that they are all 
volunteers and are not getting paid to do what they are doing. Stated he would find out why 
the Chief was not here tonight but he could be on a call or at training. Noted that we are 
still looking for volunteers and have a new firehouse starting up soon. Reminded all to go 
out and thank the volunteers that are out there serving our community.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 7-2019 
AN ORDINANCE DISSOLVING THE PEMBERTON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL 
UTILITIES AUTHORITY AND TRANSFERRING ITS OPERATIONS INTO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. Introduced at the February 6, 2019 Regular 
Meeting 

 
Council President Trueblood advised the public that we would be moving the order of the 
Agenda. It was the consensus of Council to move the Public Hearing for Ordinance 7-2019 
to the beginning of the meeting. Noted that there were amendments to the Ordinance 
discussed at the September 18, 2019 meeting and that Council would be clarifying and 
voting on those this evening.  
 
Solicitor Bayer advised a motion to approve the ordinance should be done to open the 
discussion and then the amendments can be spelled out and voted on.  
 
Motion by Burton and McCartney to approve Ordinance 7-2019.  
 
Councilwoman McCartney asked if there were additional changes needed how this would 



affect the ordinance. Mr. Bayer advised it would depend on the change and if it were 
substantial or not. Mr. Bayer went through the various changes discussed at the last meeting 
and other non-substantial changes cleaning up the ordinance. Noted that this ordinance was 
subject to applicable law which included the Local Finance Board decision which 
conditioned approval of the dissolution upon the funds going into a dedicated sewer utility 
budget, having a licensed operator and that the Township would assume operations as of 
January 1st, 2020. Advised that a motion would be needed to amend the ordinance to 
include these additions and if that passes then the public hearing can occur.  
 
Councilwoman McCartney asked if there were additional changes, they could still do the 
public hearing. Mr. Bayer stated they could and depending on the changes would determine 
if it could be voted on tonight or not.  
 
Motion by Gardner and Burton to approve the amendments to Ordinance 7-2019. Gardner, 
yes; Burton, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting for the public hearing. 
 

Sandy Glauson, 302 Bluebird St – 1. Stated that she is a registered voter and has voted in 
all of the elections. Commented that she considered carefully who she voted for because she 
has to trust the people with what will happen in her life. Noted the MUA has no citations 
and $90.00 a quarter is a lot better than what will happen when the town sells it. Stated she 
is not stupid and resents being treated as stupid. Commented that she has gone to the 
meetings and everyone is asking the town not to dissolve the MUA. Advised that she 
cannot understand why the Council is not listening to the voters. Asked Council who they 
represent.  

 
Marie Reynolds,  - 1. Stated that she has a vested interest in this issue and has not run into 
one person who wants this to happen. Commented that she has not heard one sound logical 
reason for this takeover from the Mayor or Council. Stated that although the Engineer 
report cited severe infrastructure issues the town could have remedied that at any time. 
Commented on the do it yourself attitude of the Township and noted various supposed cost 
saving programs like the road program that are not really saving money. Asked if the 
demolition of the old Acme saved money. Spoke on the records provided by the BURLCO 
JIF regarding the 135 workers compensation claims totaling $1,897,172.00 between 2013 
and 2017. Stated that our loss time ratio was also the highest between 2015 and 2017. Asked 
if this was a result of requiring employees to complete tasks for which they were not hired 
and/or are not properly trained or equipped to complete. Advised Council that their vote 
tonight is what their political legacy would be. Asked what the plans for the redevelopment 
of the farmland would be and if we would be replicating the Eastampton Highrise 
developments on this land. Stated that residents have no idea and that the PTMUA has 
served this community well for half a century. Noted that other communities have emulated 
its many practices. Stated that in voting to dissolve the PTMUA Council is negating to all of 
the hard work, interest, dedication and commitment to the power of one man in a single 
document. Stated she hopes that Council has done their homework and studied the data 
and are simply not just accepting another grand jester at face value.  

 
Leon Rosenberg, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the language in the Ordinance being 
inconsistent. Solicitor advised that this was amended at tonight’s meeting. Mr. Rosenberg 
questioned the future of the MUA. Mayor Patriarca advised that all expansions of the 
system would occur upon evaluation and feasibility. Stated he would hope that this 
Administration as well as future Administrations and Boards would allow for any 
expansions to be done responsibly when necessary and noted that there is no plan to expand 
at this point and that has never been presented throughout this process. Noted that he is not 
saying that it is not thought about as there are areas throughout the community that do need 
sewer service and that we should be looking at options but we should not just arbitrarily do 
it. Mr. Rosenberg stated that he was concerned over rumors he had heard. The Mayor 
pointed out that the key word was rumors.  

 
Sarah Paul, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that she feels the town should leave the sewer as it is. 

2. Commented that going in and out of her road is dangerous right now. Stated that people 
are driving down Evergreen very fast and people’s lives are at risk. Asked if there was a way 
to advise that there is now a hidden roadway there.  

 

Michael Tamn, Southampton – 1. Mr. Tamn handed out a flyer showing issues within the 
Township. Asked what the 13-year plan for the Water Department was and if there was 
one. Asked if Council gets copies of the lab reports for water. Commented on various 



problems he sees with the ordinance. Asked if they were implying that the PTMUA has not 
done a good job for the last 45 years. Advised on the various reasons he feels the Township 
is not qualified to take over the MUA. Stated that this Council is supposed to respond and 
answer to the people in the town. Stated that Mr. Bayer does a good job as the attorney but 
that he is the Mayors attorney and cannot be the Councils attorney also. Asked how he 
could give a truthful opinion to the Council when he is being paid by the Mayor. Stated that 
the Council should have their own attorney. 

 
Mike Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Commented on the rates for the sewer department and the 
small increases throughout the years. Commented on the water rates and those have been 
raised. Mentioned the system being built out and that there are limits on the lines and 
connection fees. Stated that it is a not-for-profit service just like the water. Commented on 
the residents doing their homework and looking into things and the Council not doing their 
job.  

 
Mark McCartney, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that the MUA has been well run and has been 
excellent in keeping costs down. Stated that according to Mike Tamn, the system is over 50 
years old and the pipes are going to start failing. Stated that those costs have not actually 
been addressed. Advised that some of the pipes run under the lake and that if the system 
fails, we are going to have major issues. Commented that he believes that no matter who 
takes this over there are going to be costs that no one even realizes.  

 
Corinne Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Noted that this is her fourth meeting at the podium 
with Council. Stated she knows that Council is not 100% sure about this. Noted this all 
started out with a lie and went on to discuss the issues with the money. Advised she is not 
saying the Mayor or this Council would do this, but asked how they will protect the money 
from being used for other things besides sewer services. Commented on the Council having 
choices and being able to see how the Board is working and making changes on the Board. 
Stated that residents deserve answers on the money being moved around. Councilwoman 
McCartney asked what lie Mrs. Kemp was referring to. Mrs. Kemp advised that she was 
talking about the report given to Council in December by Remington & Vernick. Stated 
there is no rush on this and asked that they hold off. Asked that they do this correctly for the 
residents. Spoke about a resident who was concerned about costs going up who was barely 
making it.  
 
Public comments were halted at this time for the Business Administrator to give his 
presentation.  
 
Mr. Hornickel commented on an advertisement that was put in the Pinelands Tribune on 
September 28th, 2019. Advised that the PTMUA has illegally used ratepayer dollars to lobby 
this public body tonight. Stated that the advertisement claims rates and services will be 
impacted by the dissolution and he believes that this is a blatant misrepresentation. Advised 
that there has been no discussion whatsoever about raising rates. Stated that taking over the 
MUA will save ratepayer expenses making this claim all the more absurd. Stated that if we 
are going to be able to conserve costs and reduce expenses why would we then raise rates. 
Advised that Council has pledged that the MUA’s reserves will remain with the new Sewer 
Division proposed. Added that the ordinance, as amended, expressly states this. Noted that 
at a prior Council meeting Council was asked about future surpluses and that Council as a 
group, can pledge that future surplus will remain with the dedicated sewer utility budget. 
Stated that however this Council cannot bind future Council’s no more than the current 
MUA Board can bind future MUA Boards, against rate increases. Advised that Council’s 
purported diversion of sewer surplus was in fact a lawful activity and the actual $32,000.00 
that has been discussed repeatedly was blessed by both the Townships auditor and the 
MUA’s auditor. Stated that notwithstanding the MUA fails to give the Township any credit 
for carrying 40 years of debt on its books. Advised that when creditors look at the 
Townships debt, they look at the whole picture and for 40 years the Township has carried 
their debt. Stated that the Townships reputation is the one at stake on this debt not the 
MUA’s and that if the MUA defaults it is the Township that pays. Commented that even if 
$82,000.00 was moved from the MUA to the Township’s budgets, over a 40-year period 
that comes out to about $2,050.00 a year for the Townships risk on being the guarantor of 
the loan. Commented on the RICE notices sent to the MUA workforce and that he wanted 
to have time to discuss with the Council the MUA workforce in regards to the Townships 
compensation program and current ordinances. Advised that in Council’s packet, there is a 
two-page transitional outline that lists over 50 tasks the Township Administration is 
prepared to take to integrate the MUA workers into the Township workforce should the 
Council vote to dissolve the MUA. Noted that the workforce and operation will be 
absorbed. Advised that the purpose of the closed session request was for the preparations 
taken in advance of this meeting should Council vote to dissolve the MUA and the intended 



actions that will be asked to be placed on the Councils agenda moving forward to protect 
the various benefits the MUA employees have earned over the course of their career. In 
advance of this meeting, both he and his predecessor had requested various personnel 
information from the MUA and they have supplied that information such as names, titles, 
dates of hire, current salary, full or part-time status, health benefit coverage and retiree 
coverage. Stated that what they have done with this information is provide some of it to the 
town’s benefits broker so that they could compare how much the MUA is spending on 
health benefits verses what the Township would spend. Note that the preliminary 
calculations show that we could save up to $191,000.00 in healthcare costs by absorbing the 
MUA’s workforce into ours and putting them on our benefits program. Added that those 
numbers would certainly have to be updated should the Council vote in favor of the 
ordinance. Advised that his staff has also compared the titles and positions used at the 
MUA and the salaries being paid. Commented that currently there are 13 individuals 
working for the MUA with 11 of them having the Township match or exceed their salary. 
Added that on top of that, some of the employees at the lower end of the wage scale, being 
absorbed by the Township would allow them to see what they are going to earn over the 
next 3 to 5 years and would boost retention of the lower paid employees. Advised that in 
prior Council meetings there was talk of two positions that may or may not be carried over. 
Stated that he had looked at those positions and based upon their salary structure and his 
research, while we cannot match what they are currently making, we can make competitive 
offers and he would like to do that because they would be of value to the Township as they 
carry the historical knowledge from the MUA in-house. Stated he has certainly made 
overtures to one of the two individuals and would be glad to speak to the second one if he 
has the opportunity to do so. Advised that he and his staff have also compared the actual 
terms and conditions of employment as outlined in the MUA’s labor contract to those of the 
Township’s contracts. Stated they have notified the unions that represent the  
Township’s employees that we have discovered that there are some unique provisions in the 
MUA contracts that we would be more than willing to negotiate. Stated that we are going to 
do our best to treat them fairly. Stated that if Council should approve this ordinance tonight, 
tomorrow they will begin the process that is outlined in this staffing transitional outline. 
Noted that would include engaging each of the members through a group meeting to 
explain what we are trying to get done with Council to protect what they have earned 
throughout their career with the MUA. Stated that they were also going to provide more 
information to our benefits broker so that we can show them what our rates will be with 
them for joining the two workforces. Advised that we are also going to look to begin 
training MUA staff and administrative staff on the Edmunds software and other systems we 
use to track expenses and pay our vendors. Stated he would also like to incorporate the 
MUA supervisors into our supervisory training program that we will be completing with 
Public Works on Friday and starting with other groups within the Township. Stated that as 
far as Township Council agenda is concerned, should they vote in favor of the ordinance, 
on the 16th of October another ordinance will be provided to Council for review to amend 
various provisions of the township code to do the following things. Stated he will ask 
Council to count years of service to the MUA as years of service to the Township for the 
purpose of earning lifetime health benefits and retirement. Commented that it is only fair 
and the provisions that the MUA provides in their contracts matches provisions in the 
Township’s contracts. Stated that for unrepresented people this will also involve amending 
the ordinance for them as well. Noted that we will also have to amend the Township code 
to assume obligations for the MUA retirees. Stated that they are proposing that those 
currently receiving retirement benefits from the MUA would continue to have lifetime 
retirement benefits thought the Township. Stated they have earned them and we are not 
looking to cut away at this. Stated they are also looking to amend the Township ordinances 
pertaining to the residency requirement as some of the MUA staff are not Township 
residents. Noted the reasons why this amendment would be needed. Stated they would also 
be asking Council to approve a resolution allowing for any waiting periods to be waived for 
enrollment in the Township health benefits program so that current MUA employees will 
move over to the Township’s benefits plan as of midnight January 1st, 2020, with no 
disruption of services. Stated that moving forward they would have a salary and wage 
ordinance in 2020 which will incorporate various provisions providing for longevity credit 
toward the Township salary and wage provisions on longevity. Noted that the Township is 
slightly more generous than that of the MUA and we want to give the employees credit on 
our longevity scales. Noted that administratively they would work with the unions to make 
sure that the MUA employees receive credit for years of service on their vacation schedule. 
Stated that to the MUA’s credit, they have done a very good job with their contracts as far 
as trying to mirror many of their provisions with those that are in the Township’s labor 
contracts. Noted that on the operational side they have provided Council with a 4-page 
transitional outline with 20 categories and 100 different tasks. Noted that much like he just 
discussed with the staffing outline they have already done some reasonable legwork between 
his predecessor, his staff and himself. Noted this included sharing the MUA’s insurance 



with our insurance broker as far as property, casualty and excess workers compensation to 
help model pricing through the JIF. Stated that early estimated obtained by his predecessor 
indicated that moving the MUA’s operations under the JIF could save $40,000.00 which is 
almost half of what they are paying now for that insurance. Stated that additionally they 
have kept their technology services provider informed of the potential for bringing the 
MUA’s operations on board. Noted that they are ready to look at how to create new active 
directory accounts, email accounts and extending our various software applications to 
MUA administrative office and plant locations. Commented that we are making sure we 
have the right licenses transferred over to us for any kind of proprietary software and 
making sure we have sufficient communication capabilities between the locations. Added 
that most importantly ensuring that we have a sufficient and safe migration of data from the 
MUA IT servers and systems to Township servers and systems. Noted that with regard to 
the NJDEP, he has had several conversations with several units in the DEP. Advised that 
the MUA has 3 permits with 2 being in the second of a 5-year life cycle. Stated that their 
most important permit, the discharge of surface water permit, expired on Monday and when 
he inquired with the MUA last week they indicated it is still pending with the NJDEP. 
Commented that he would expect that this permit will be approved so long as they have 
done no major modifications. Stated as far as what it takes to move those permits over from 
the MUA, it is a document that needs to be completed. Advised that he asked the DEP if 
they needed to come out and do some type of investigation and they indicated a change of 
ownership transfer form is what is required. Stated that the one upside as far as permitting 
goes, is that the MUA has a general stormwater permit and the township also has one, these 
can be merged. Noted that while this may not seem like a big deal, it will save dozens of 
manpower hours in filling out the stormwater permit renewal application. Stated this will 
streamline the reporting process in the future as only one report will be needed. Commented 
that as far as future actions go, should Council approve the ordinance tonight, before the 
end of the year, they would be asking Council to approve an ordinance adopting reasonable 
rules and regulations pertaining to the operations of the sewer treatment plant and the 
collection system, similar to the rules that are already in existence with the MUA. Would 
also be asking the Council to adopt reasonable sewer service rates and connection fees and 
miscellaneous charges with the same schedule currently in effect with the MUA. Stated that 
they would also ask to introduce a temporary sewer utility budget which will become a 
permanent sewer utility budget as they introduce a comprehensive 2020 Township budget 
which will include the sewer utility and water budget. Advised that all of the internal 
department managers have had the draft version of the outline that was in Council’s packet 
for over two weeks now. Stated they have all begun evaluating what they need to do 
internally with some making informal check lists that they are going through. Advised that 
each of the department managers and division managers within the Division of 
Administration are prepared to execute every one of the 150 to 160 tasks in the two outlines. 
Stated that the Township, as many other towns, is well equipped to take over the sewer 
utility with many of our neighbors running their own sewer utility divisions or departments 
for a number of years. Stated that a quick internet search showed him that Medford, 
Moorestown, Delran and Burlington Townships and Medford Lakes Borough and a few 
others are already doing this so we are not breaking new ground. Noted that we are doing 
what other townships are doing and that this concluded his presentation.  
 
Council President Trueblood reopened the meeting for public comment.  

 
Rubi Dorough, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that it seems that this thing is already done. 
Noted that she was here when this started and she did not miss any meetings. Advised that 
they were here until 1 a.m. or 2 a.m. trying to get this sewer system set up. Advised that it 
was set up and she hopes that they do not go along with something that has already been 
done. Asked why we are trying to change something that is working and to leave it as it is. 
Noted that there are senior citizens that cannot afford to pay more for their sewer. Asked if 
there is already a surplus there, why are we going to change it. Stated there is something 
wrong with the system if you are trying to change it. Commented that this vote tonight 
could change our system from what we have. Asked Council to leave it as it is.  

 
George Petronis, Browns Mills – 1. Noted that he has been listening to the debate for 
months and there are two sides to this issue. Stated it is not one side and the other side 
talking out of turn. Stated that there are a lot of presentations in favor of one side or the 
other. Stated that a few things are clear, it is an engaged public issue. Stated that there are a 
lot of people here tonight and at other meetings. Stated that for everyone that is here there 
are 10 that did not come because they did not have the energy to show up after working all 
day. Stated what he believes is clear, is that no one has asserted that the public is being 
actively harmed by the current arrangement with the MUA. Noted that this means that time 
is not of the essence to act on this. Commented that the Administrator has mentioned a 
number of ordinances that will be introduced after and if this ordinance is passed, to make 



sure the current employees of the MUA are treated fairly. Commented that these should be 
part of the current ordinance, not hopefully passed after the MUA has been dissolved. 
Commented that to act on dissolving the MUA tonight is an act of haste and haste is not 
necessary. Stated that Council should assess the public sentiment and they work for the 
public and these people and the people not here sent them here to work for and represent 
them. Stated that there is no reason why they cannot table the MUA ordinance for tonight 
and move forward to have a public referendum. Noted that they are hearing opinions here 
and that it is hard to judge the true sentiment of the majority of the people in this 
community by listening to opinions. Commented that a referendum would give them hard 
data. Stated if a referendum is conducted and the majority says to dissolve the MUA then 
dissolve it but if the majority says to preserve the MUA then that should be honored and 
respected. Asked that Council to consider the possibility of tabling the ordinance for now 
and holding a public referendum and then acting on the results of the referendum. Asked for 
clarification on previous talks about repairing the roads, and his suggestion to have a one-
time tax increase to dedicate the monies collected to the road program, instead of borrowing 
money. Stated that Mr. Gonzalez stated that this Council could not pass an ordinance that 
would bind future administrations or Councils permanently dedicating any funds to a 
dedicated purpose. Asked which was true since Mr. Hornickel was stating that they were 
going to pass an ordinance to dedicate the MUA’s funds present and future to an essential 
locked box. Mr. Bayer stated that at least as to the existing funds, the Township has to do it. 
Noted that in water and sewer, there is such a thing in the finance realm, where the 
Townships have separate budgets for each and the State Local Finance Board required that 
the existing monies be put into a dedicated sewer utility fund. Stated he thinks what the 
Business Administrator indicated earlier is that while it is the intention of this Council and 
Mayor to dedicate future surplus into the sewer fund, that this Council cannot bind this 
Council ten years from now as they do not have the legal authority to do so. Noted he has 
never seen, at least in his municipal representation, something like a dedicated road fund. 
Stated he has never seen anything like that in any of the towns he has represented. Mr. 
Petronis asked if because this was sewer and water revenue instead of tax revenue, it is 
possible to commit on a more or less permanent basis. Mr. Bayer stated that the existing 
funds have to go in there and stay there and what he is saying is if in year 5 of this there is a 
surplus from operations, he does not think the people sitting here now, can bind a future 
Council five years from now. Mr. Hornickel agreed and stated that the budget is an annual 
process. Mr. Bayer stated that he thinks this was what Mr. Gonzalez rational was at the 
time. Mr. Petronis asked for clarification on the comment that this would dedicate the 
present and future funds to the sewer utility fund. Mr. Bayer read from the draft ordinance. 
Stated these items speak to current and the Council here has expressed their intention to 
continue to keep future surplus in the sewer utility fund, but cannot bind a future council.  

 
Denny Doyle, New Lisbon – 1. Asked what would happen to the Jones family house 
which is the administrative building for the MUA. Mr. Hornickel stated that there was no 
plan to change anything out the gate but they look to see to what extent they can still use 
that facility. Mr. Doyle asked if there were any future thoughts on land application at the 
Jones farm. Mr. Hornickel stated that they were going to continue to do the land-based 
sludge application. Noted that the permit is good for five years and we intend to continue to 
do that. Stated that we also plan to continue to plant crops on there as the crops are being 
rotated. Mr. Doyle stated that we have heard his thoughts before and after the presentation 
by the Administrator he wants to know why we are going through all of this. Stated we have 
an MUA that is functioning very well and noted some of the points that were made. 
Commented that it sounds to him, as someone who was involved with the MUA as a young 
man, that it just does not make sense. Stated he could understand if at the present the costs 
were getting out of control or if the residents were screaming about it. Stated this town has 
so much potential and we have a lot of work to do to get to where we want to be and to take 
over a complex system like the MUA when it is already being run well. Commented that he 
just does not understand why we cannot slow this thing down and really get together. 
Advised that he feels it is a problem that the thought process presented tonight has not been 
portrayed to the residents behind him.  
 

Diane Smith, Dogwood St – 1. Stated she has been in this town for 30 years and has never 
had a problem with her sewer bill or the MUA and has yet to meet someone who has had a 
problem with them. Stated she has not been to the meetings but has kept her ears open to 
what her fellow citizens are saying and everyone she has heard speak about this says, “if it 
ain’t broke don’t fix it”. Commented that the MUA is not broken so there is no reason for 
us to go through all of this to change something that is functioning when there are so many 
things in this town that we could be working on.  
 
Council President advised that there would be a 5-minute break.  
 



 

Robert Bowl, 95 Monroe Ave – 1. Stated that he felt sorry for Council for being attacked so 
completely. Commented that after 30-years of being a Social Worker his empathy is still 
there for human beings. Noted that what they are not giving Council credit for is that they 
have done something no other township has done, and that Washington D.C. cannot do 
and that is they brought everyone together. Noted that there are people in the audience of all 
different races, religions and political beliefs in the audience. Commented that this included 
Trump supporters and Trump haters and they are all in agreement on one subject. Stated he 
likes the idea of a referendum.  
 

Beth Bassalone, 154 S. Pemberton Rd. – 1. Stated she was here representing her mother. 
Noted that her family has lived here for at least three centuries and have owned property 
serviced by the MUA without issue. Commented that she could not say the same about 
some of the other departments within the Township that she has had to deal with. Advised 
that they are concerned about the way the Township will run the MUA if they take it over. 
Added that their home is in a location that cannot be physically connected to the system so 
they are not customers of the MUA. Stated she is concerned about those that are not 
customers paying higher taxes in lieu of this dissolution. Advised that she does not 
understand why this is not being put on the ballot for a vote. Asked the Council to vote 
against this.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Stated that speaking in public is a hard thing. Noted that 
he is against this and stated that just because other towns are doing it does not mean we 
should to. Stated that he was briefed by the MUA and has seen how they do things. Has 
reviewed the audits and stated that they have not had any problems with them. Commented 
that he looks at how some of the things in this town are managed and then how the MUA is 
managed and he is pretty proud of the MUA. Stated there are very few things in this town 
that you can be proud of but the MUA is one of them. Commented that when he looks at 
what we did with the old Acme and that the ownership of the property is still in question. 
Asked if knocking the building down before all of this was cleared up was good 
management. Stated he did not think it was. Commented that he thinks they are making a 
huge mistake. Thinks they will all be remembered for this for a long time and not in a good 
way.  
 

Michael Sawka, Pemberton – 1. Commented on the items in this town that are broke in 
this town already that need fixing. Advised he had contacted Public Works two-weeks ago 
and still had not gotten a response. Noted that he has a sinkhole near his property that no 
one has looked at. Advised he has cameras so he knows no one was there or he would have 
seen it. Commented on the Director of Community Development. Advised on an ordinance 
that was adopted 12 years prior about landlord registration statements. Stated that 12 years 
later the town is still not following State law. Noted that the Director told him he had only 
been here for 7 years. Asked when we would make sure that we were following the laws. 
Asked what the Mayor’s plans to help the Board of Education was with their sewer. 
Questioned if he would use the dedicated funds to pay for it to keep the taxes down without 
the resident’s input. Asked that Council cut their puppet strings and grow a backbone and 
say no to the Mayor.  
 

Sherry Scull, Country Lakes – 1. Stated that “why” is the big question that no one has 
really received an answer for. Stated that if it had to do with the MUA not replacing enough 
of their pipes the sewer liaison could have gone back to them to talk about it. Advised that 
this was never brought up to her when she was the liaison. Stated that the only thing 
brought up to her was the cost of Administration but that they required certain 
certifications. Advised that the Local Finance Board instructed the Township to hire 
someone with the required certifications not the Director of Public Works who has no 
knowledge of that. Commented that this payment was the last one to be made to the 
Township and then they would use the money for upgrades. Stated that the Administrator 
comments should have been made before the Public comments. Felt it was very clever to go 
right into this so that no one could make comments about other items first. Stated that it is 
interesting how Mount Holly was mentioned and stated they have a lot more construction. 
Stated there have been a lot fewer connections in Pemberton so we are not going to spend or 
bring in the kind of money they are. Stated that it is in the best interest of the community 
not to approve this. Advised that she considers three members of Council to be good friends 
of hers. Stated that there are two former Council members that sat on the MUA Board that 
have said this is not in the best interest of the Township and our taxpayers. Asked that they 
please listen to the community. Questioned how many no votes there have been in on this 
Council and said not many. Stated that Council approves the appointment of the attorney 
they do not hire him, just like they approve the appointment of the Business Administrator. 
Commented that they are going to tell Council what they are told to tell them. Stated she 



feels like they have been sold a bill of goods and hopes they are smart enough not to fall for 
it. Asked how well the various departments were being run. Stated she is not picking on the 
staff but the Administration running these departments. Advised she has not been here in 
three years because her and her family was harassed so she stayed away. Felt that this was 
too important of an issue not to be here and if she thought it was a good idea, she would 
have said it was.  

 
Diane Massa, Pemberton – 1. Stated she had a question for the Solicitor as Council does 
not seem to know the answers and should know more than what they are advising the 
public that they know. Asked if there was a timeframe that the Township has to approve the 
ordinance once it was approved by the Local Finance Board. Mr. Bayer stated that this 
actually was a legal question. Stated that the answer is that the ordinance would have to be 
approved under the Law by year end not because of the Local Finance Board but because it 
was introduced in this year, if not voted on it would die and the Council would have to start 
all over again. Noted that Council could not introduce an Ordinance in year one and then 
adopt it in year two as a matter of law. Ms. Massa stated that it was disappointing at this 
stage of the game that the residents still do not know the answer to why. Noted that the 
residents do not understand and the only reason they see is because of the money and there 
is no comfort to the residents. Stated she would hope that Council would consider 
everything that has been said over the last couple of months and take the residents concerns 
to heart by voting the way the residents feel they should be.  

 
Raymond Wells, Vincentown Rd. – 1. Stated that not a single person other than the 
professionals have talked to him. Advised that no one has answered a question which makes 
him believe that they have the knowledge to vote. Commented that the presentation by the 
Business Administrator was great but that it did not say what it is going to mean to the 
residents. Stated that he never mentioned the positive that the sewage brings such as to the 
value of a home. Asked if any of the other communities that dissolved their MUA’s put it 
on the ballot. Council President Trueblood stated that she knew Delran did not. Mr. 
Hornickel stated he did not make any representations about any kind of a dissolution, but 
only mentioned that other Townships within Burlington County run sewer departments or 
divisions. Mr. Wells stated he approached it as if he did not think these people should vote 
or ask the community to vote and he is uncomfortable with that. Commented that in his 
opinion this is just a money grab by the Mayor. Stated that the Mayor loves to do this stuff 
and has weakened our fire and protection area by getting rid of fire companies. Asked 
Council to tell him why they think this is going to do for our community and why they 
think they should vote for it.  

 
Michael Tamn, Southampton – 1. Asked about the change of the agenda and that he did 
not think this was done right as he did not hear a vote. Council President Trueblood advised 
that they did vote and that they moved the agenda around because they knew there were a 
lot of residents who wanted to speak and wanted to be sure no one left and that every one 
stayed to speak. Complained that the Business Administrator spoke for 20 minutes and that 
this is a public hearing for the public not for the Administrator. Council President 
Trueblood stated that the Business Administrator is the Business Administrator of this 
Township and that if he took 20 minutes to speak but he spoke because many wanted to 
hear what he had to say. State he had the right to speak as the Business Administrator.  

 
Corinne Kemp, Country Lakes – 1. Noted that Mr. Wells had asked Council to explain 
why and stated that it was important for them to speak up. Commented on the schools and 
that the MUA had been asked to help the schools but when they worked the numbers it was 
not cost effective. Asked how they could help when you are not making the money back and 
how will it benefit the rate payers. Stated that they are here to benefit the rate payers. Asked 
how much money it would cost in equipment because the town does not have the 
equipment now. Asked if there would be a bond to get all of the equipment because there is 
a lot of equipment that will be needed to run these lines. Asked the residents to stand who 
would like to see this put on a referendum.  

 
America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Stated she has been here almost 40 years and 
knows she is not able to get water or sewer. Commented that she is here standing by the 
MUA. Noted that with all she has been hearing over and over she brought it to Council to 
ask that they put it on the ballot. Commented on the Seniors that are living on a fixed 
income. Asked that they listen to the residents and taxpayers. Commented on the firehouse 
in Presidential Lakes and the taking of the equipment. Read a letter from a Presidential 
Lakes resident regarding the new fire company and paying respect to the original founders 
of the Presidential Lakes firehouse.  

 



Sandra Armstrong, Browns Mills – 1. Stated she has a long list but most of it has been 
covered. Advised that she has not talked to a lot of people about this issue but has come to 
the same conclusion as others. Asked how the Township is going to run the MUA better. 
Stated that money is a big thing and we all want to be good stewards of the money and to 
keep the plants and water functioning properly. Commented on issues with the timing and 
her feeling that a lot of this is being rushed with research happening after the application 
was filed. Asked for Council to listen to the people and to make their voice count for 
something good. Commented on the NJ State Seal and asked what they think makes a 
town, state or nation better. Noted that the NJ State Seal states that righteousness exalts a 
nation. Asked that Council remember this and do what is right with all working together.  

 
Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Commented on voting on the million-dollar bond for Well 
#11 when he was on Council. Stated that this weighed very heavy on him and he knows 
what Council is going through now. Stated that one of the things that he did early on as an 
elected official was ask what is an MUA. Stated he was a military transplant and did not 
know what it was. Commented that he was surprised to find out that there were really some 
valid reasons why the MUA came into existence in the State of New Jersey. Encouraged 
Council to do that research as he found that they were created to prevent the diverting of 
funding.  

 
Joseph Huber, Browns Mills – 1. Asked about the application that was filed with the Local 
Finance Board and if the Council voted no now would this void this application for 
maximum funding. Mr. Bayer stated it would not void it and explained what would happen. 
Mr. Huber stated that this had no effect on funding then. Mr. Bayer stated that the 
Township may get credit for going through this process because it was considered and 
would not impact the State funding of the Township for this one question. Mr. Huber stated 
that he hopes they vote no then. Commented on the Business Administrator bringing up 
other towns and asked what the taxes are like in those other towns compared to ours. 
Discussion ensued on the taxes and how it does or does not affect a sewer fund. Mr. Bayer 
explained. Mr. Huber asked what would stop anyone from putting an amendment in to use 
$300,000.00 for new equipment because it has been done previously. Mr. Bayer advised that 
the State conditioned approval on the funds being placed and used for sewer purposes so the 
town cannot buy a dump truck for DPW and fund it with the sewer fund. Mr. Huber said 
that the sewer would now be a part of DPW. Mr. Bayer stated from a funding standpoint it 
is not, but from an operational standpoint it is. Mr. Huber asked about the rent credit being 
taken to put into the general fund and stated it was illegal. Mr. Bayer stated that there was a 
false presumption in his statement in that it was illegal as it was in fact legal. A discussion 
ensued on the debt and the loan payments.  

 

Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Asked how many violations the MUA has had and 
how many violations the Township water division has had. Mr. Bayer commented on the 
violations that were analyzed by the Engineer and was addressed at the Local Finance 
Board and that the report is available to the public. Advised that her statement assumes that 
there is a danger to the public and there is not. Mr. Bayer further explained the Engineer 
report regarding the violations. Commented on the capacity of the room being 85 people 
and that at one point there were 88 people here which puts them in violation of State fire 
codes. Stated that as a resident of this town who was born and raised here, they need to vote 
no and should put it on the ballot so they can choose. Asked that they think about what they 
are doing and who will be left to pay for it.  

 
Mike Kemp, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the lie that Ms. Kemp was talking about. 
Stated that it was the Remington & Vernick report that was produced for $10,200.00 with 
the preparer stating there was no reserve in the MUA. Stated that this was a blatant lie and 
they should have scrutinized the report because that is their job. Commented that if they 
wanted to dissolve the MUA they should have said so from the beginning. Talked about the 
MUA and how it was formed and why. Commented on running a line to the school. 
Advised that the people who put this together looked to the future and Council is only 
guaranteed 4-years.  

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 
Mayor Patriarca stated that he has heard a lot throughout this whole process and people 
saying this needs to slow down, we are rushing it. Advised that this process started over a 
year ago when he had a discussion with the MUA chair and a year ago. Asked how long it 
should take. Noted they have done their homework. Agreed that there were mistakes but 
that it was not based on a lie as people are saying. Noted that the mistake in the report was 



a financial mistake and that the Engineering firm did miss the surplus which was corrected. 
Stated that a mistake is not a lie. Commented that a lie is when something is done 
intentionally and this was not intentional. Stated a lie is when you intentionally give false 
information for your personal reasons or gain and that this is what has been going on 
throughout this process. Stated he has received mailers and is not even on the system to 
come out and fight against this process. Noted that the only truth on the mailer was his 
address and the return address. Stated he knows these are lies because he knows the issues 
and has been working on this along with both his former and current Business 
Administrator and the Council. Stated they have looked at this issue very closely because it 
is important to the community that it is done right and for the right reasons. Noted that all 
we keep hearing is why, why now. Asked how about to save money and if that is not what 
they are supposed to be doing as elected officials. Commented that saving $700,000.00 a 
year in lease money that was offered to the Township to continue leasing the Townships 
equipment is just the first of the savings. Noted the various savings by doing this including 
what the MUA attorney himself has told us. Stated that they are here tonight to represent 
all of the residents not just the ones who come out to the meetings. Stated that when making 
a decision you have to do what is best for all not just a few. Explained how this came up on 
the Best Practices questionnaire. Explained what happened 40-years ago and some of the 
details of the lease agreement. Talked about the debt put on the town 40 years ago and 
thanked those that came before him.  Noted that that they did not put a reverter clause in 
the agreement. Explained that there was a reason for that and that was to keep it from 
reverting back to the MUA. Compared it to leasing of a car and purchase after. Stated that 
those that were a part of this were protecting the town as a whole by not doing that by 
keeping the assets that they bought. Commented that as far as Public Works running this 
division, he cannot imagine a more efficient Public Works in any community that can do 
more than our guys are doing. Encouraged all to go out and follow them to see what they 
are doing. Stated this is why we can keep taxes down here because of all they are doing. 
Noted that there were times that surplus was used to balance the budget and to be fair no 
one knew about the resolution done in 1980 that had rent credit. Advised that when this 
was done and moved into the general fund to keep the taxes reasonable the MUA did not 
come and say anything about it. Stated that no one knew anything about it including the 
CFO and Auditor and had they known there was a resolution, they would not have done it. 
Stated that he has heard the argument that you change the audit reports and conveniently 
take out the clause, stated the clause should never have been put in the audit report. 
Advised for those that were not aware, that the Auditor used to put in the report that at the 
end of the lease the MUA assets go back to the MUA. Commented that they still do not 
know where he got that information and it is the same auditor that is at the MUA. 
Commented that once that was discovered he was told it needed to come out as there is 
nothing in the agreement that says it reverts back. Advised that everything they have done 
has been in the best interest of the community, efficiency and better government in our 
community. Stated that we have a lot to be proud of in this town, as there is a lot that goes 
on here that does not go on elsewhere. Commented that Administration and this Council is 
not into the politics like other towns are. Stated they are not out there playing and doing 
things, worrying if they are gaining or losing votes. Noted that several people tonight talked 
about how long they have, 4-years in office. Stated so be it, if you make the right decision 
you can put your head down and rest at night. If it is only 4 years that’s okay if it was 4 
good years making the right decisions. Commented that if you vote him out you vote him 
out and he has never made a decision based on a vote. Noted that no one can tell anyone 
that they swayed him on a decision throughout his administration based on what vote he 
was going to get because that is not the way government should work. Stated that it should 
not be about a vote but should be about voting for the right things. Commented that he 
keeps hearing the same things and hears it from those that wanted to be Mayor, or ran for 
Mayor and loss and it seems like that is where the motivation is and that is sad. Stated that 
this makes it political and should not be but should be about the interest of the community 
and that is why they are presenting this to Council and presenting the facts to Council. 
Stated he believes and hopes he is not the only one who does, but there has been no proof of 
anything that the MUA supporters are saying. Stated that they never said they were going to 
buy trucks or spend all this money. Noted that the comments made by the Engineer were 
identifying what the system needed but that Administration never said that was what they 
were doing. Commented that they were astonished by that and thought did they really want 
to take this over because the system is literally going to crap. Stated that after thinking, it 
was still the right thing to do because there is money to save and they will invest in their 
infrastructure. Noted that he said when he first took office in 2007 that infrastructure was 
important and spoke on that in his speech at the high school. Noted that he said it then and 
will say it again, this is what government needs to do, you need to invest in the 
infrastructure and stay ahead of the curve when it comes to cost and to so it responsibly. 
Commented that people say they cannot afford to live here; well then you cannot afford to 
live too many places in the County and fewer places throughout the State. Commented that 



as far as drinking water, he drinks it right out of the tap and does not understand the 
complaints he hears sometimes. Stated he has to evaluate them and determine which ones 
we are going to address and which ones we are not going to waste time on. Stated that 
sometimes we have bigger fish to fry and deal with the real issues. Stated that this is a real 
issue. Advised that they brought it to Council because they feel it will have a strong impact 
on the community going forward. Advised on the comment made about the Mayors plan 
for the School. Advised that he was at a workshop meeting with the school and stated that if 
this goes the way he hoped for them to come see him and maybe they could help. Advised 
that he never said they would help or that they would fix their issue. Stated that there is no 
plan but that they should sit down and discuss what is going on because it is our school 
district that is having a very expensive issue with sewer and we have a sewer capacity at our 
plant along with other options to help the district. Stated that he knew the district is going to 
be feeling the pains of the lack of funding from the State. Commented that we need to work 
with them on issues to help save money but it has to start by sitting down and that is all that 
was offered. Noted that there was a video on Facebook so people could listen to what was 
said. Commented on the rumors that are out there instead of people coming in to find out 
the facts. Stated he is here every day even though he only makes $4,000.00 a year. Stated it 
is not about the money for him but about his commitment to the community. Stated he is 
here for them and if they have questions come in and see him for the facts, which they can 
substantiate for themselves. Noted that what they hear out in the streets are rumors and 
political propaganda. Stated that we usually get this around election time and it was 
disturbing to be getting this in a non-election year with taxpayer dollars being used for 
political propaganda. Noted that this is the abuse that will stop if the Township is operating 
this because we do not play politics here. Noted he could go on and on but he has said 
enough and stands by everything he has said. Commented on things being brought up by 
him before that people came out against and then when it goes well, no one comes out to 
say it was good after all. Stated he believes this is the right thing to do and if Council 
approves this, they will be able to say they were involved in something good for the 
community again and does not think there will be residents coming to the microphone 
saying they told you so.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney - Noted that this is a very important issue and that they all 
realize that. Stated that there have been many comments about why Council is not saying 
anything and stated that they have been listening and taking in the information the public is 
giving them. Noted that when the resident sees them writing things down and putting their 
head down it is so they are not scrambling for things and are trying to get as much 
information from the residents to do what is the best thing to do. Stated that as a Council 
person she feels that it is her responsibility to figure out what the problem or issue is and 
what is the best thing for the residents of the township. Noted that the issue here is whether 
not to dissolving the MUA is in the best interest of the residents. Commented on the 
background and that we all know what happened 40 years ago. Stated that this really started 
in February when the presentation occurred. Noted that the professionals are not going to 
lie because they are liable for their report, but made a mistake in that report which was 
corrected. Noted that they did not really receive anything from the MUA but that she did 
get a phone call from someone at the MUA. Advised that the Council invited the MUA to 
come and do a presentation and that did not happen and declined the invitation. Explained 
that the MUA invited them to come for a tour but that they wanted them to come here to 
have a dialogue at the meeting. Noted information that was provided by Mr. Gillespie at his 
presentation in June. Advised on the many public comments that have been given. Noted 
she has read the minutes from the MUA meetings. Stated she has listened to every resident 
and has tried to be as open minded as possible. Noted that she has no political gain here and 
supports what is best for our residents, collaboration and focusing on what is most effective 
as a utility service for our residents. Noted that she is grateful for the opportunity to serve 
Pemberton Township residents for positive change and is grateful for the residents that are 
here and have committed and dedicated their time and done research to do what is best for 
our community. Stated she is also grateful to the Mayor and Administration who have done 
the same thing. Noted they are close to having the firehouse completed. Noted that for 
years residents complained about the old Acme and now it is down. Talked about things 
they are doing and things that still need to be done. Noted that the Mayor and 
Administration have supported civic and educational organizations besides just the 
infrastructure of our town. Stated it is not just about the money or the bottom line of things 
but is about what we bring together for our town. Was thankful for the Solicitor, Council 
and Township Clerk who all share the same goals of doing what is best for our residents. 
Stated there have also been negative and harmful comments and does not support them like, 
we should be doing our homework, they prefer an empty meeting room and are puppets. 
Advised on several other hurtful comments made by the public. Noted we should be 
building each other up and not tearing each other down. Noted a comment made at the 
MUA meeting on March 5th, 2019 stating that the Council has failed the Township residents 



and stated she does not support that comment. Asked how we are going to work together if 
we are making statements like this. Stated she does not support the false accusations or 
defamation of character, which have been evident from April until now. Stated that the 
result of all of the comments that have been made have made her believe that the big picture 
here and the two biggest problems are that there is a communication barrier and insufficient 
tracking of accountability. Stated that somehow, we need to come together for what is in 
the best interest of all. Commented that this is not a decision that can be made for now but 
is forward thinking. Stated they have to decide and do what they think is best. Asked about 
the growth rate of users.  Mr. Hornickel advised it was 18 permits issued since January 1st of 
2014. Stated that the MUA has been diligent in keeping the rates low. Noted that the 
Township is not raising the rates. Commented on the MUA service record being very good. 
Asked if we could have a Utility Advisory Board so that there is some transparency in what 
they are doing in the town. Gave an overview of what she thought the function of the 
Advisory Board would be.  
 

Councilwoman Burton – Thanked everyone for coming out. Noted that they have been 
listening and diligently doing their homework. Thanked Councilwoman McCartney for all 
of her comments because it is disheartening when people make accusations about what they 
are not doing. Spoke about before she became a Council member and one of the things that 
stood out to her then was that although the MUA had done some wonderful things, there 
was a lack of treating and maintaining the infrastructure. Stated that the PTMUA Capital 
Improvement Plan, from her understanding, was lacking significant improvements and 
advised on some of those needed improvements. Commented that they never fully invested, 
as they should have and that this was something, she had to take into consideration. Noted 
that the report states that monies allocated for Capital Improvements programs were 
inadequate given the size of the system and that more money should have been invested. 
Went through one of the flyers sent out by the MUA and the questions that were generated 
from that flyer. Noted some of the questions she had and provided her answers. Advised 
that her first question was about Ms. Kemp speaking on the Township reverting $1.1 
million dollars of the Water fund to other Township accounts. Explained that applicable 
law allows, but does not require, a municipality to include utility surplus as revenue in the 
general operating budget. Advised that the purpose is typically to minimize increases in the 
tax rate and/or reduce general services. Noted that her next question was what is the 
likelihood of our authority assets being sold to the private entities. Stated that the answer 
was absolutely not. Commented that neither Administration nor the Council has ever 
considered such a plan. Noted that moreover the sale of the property owned by the 
Township, including the assets currently leased to the PTMUA, would require both 
Administration and Councils agreement to sell assets. Why were there no inspections done 
at the PTMUA facilities by the Townships Engineers. Stated that the focus of the initial 
evaluation was fiscal and management as indicated in the annual Best Practices 
questionnaire. Noted that in prior years when the Township had requested information 
from the MUA the experience was quite adversarial, like pulling teeth. Stated that at the 
time we made the request it was with the support of the Division of Local Government 
Services. What concerns and or infrastructural issues are at stake right now. Stated that it 

refers her to review the Engineers report. 5Stated that in 2020 will the MUA own the 
sewage collection systems or any of the MUA assets after the loan is paid off. The answer 
would be no. What are the estimates of the costs associated with the training and licensing 
of Public Works personnel in wastewater treatment systems? The answer was that since all 
PTMUA staff will be retained with the exception of the Administrators, the current Public 
Works personnel would not need to be trained in operations. Noted that the Administrator 
of Administration performs clerical supervision, which would not be needed. Will future 
testing be conducted by outside laboratories? Stated that there is no plan to privatize the 
existing laboratory in the sewer utility. Could a dissolution of the PTMUA cause our sludge 
disposal to fall by the wayside? Stated that sludge disposal is under the supervision of New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and is subject to State and Federal Laws 
and regulations, whether it is done by a sewer utility authority or a sewer utility within the 
Township government. Stated that the rules and requirements do not change. Can 
Pemberton Township handle this takeover with an increase tax base, future redevelopment 
plans, historic preservation, customer service and recreation without over burdening the 
Public Works department or increasing fees. Stated that the sewer utility budget would be 
separate just like the water budget. Noted that this is not a choice but a requirement from 
the Division of Local Government Services. Advised there was no issue with tax base as the 
revenue will continue to generate from the existing sewer rates, which are paid solely by the 
sewer customers. Stated that there is no reason to increase fees in the immediate future since 
the anticipated savings from the management change will save over $600,000.00 annually. 
How many townships in Burlington County oversee their own municipality authorities. 
Stated she did not have that answer.  Asked Councilwoman McCartney if she minded if she 
read her questions as well. Councilwoman McCartney stated that was fine. What is the 



process and frequency of testing the water. Stated we engage in certified laboratory test 
samples in accordance with the frequency required by the NJDEP and that the sampling 
schedules can be viewed on their website. How many violations has the water department 
had in the last five years. Stated she would refer back to the Engineers report. Noted that 
there were 59 violations in three categories and advised on each that had occurred and the 
outcome. Stated that they are here to do what is best for all of the residents of this township 
and they plan to do their job diligently. Thanked the public for all of the questions and 
concerns and for speaking out.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Stated he is not going to repeat the things that have been said. 
Spoke about the negative comments, including name calling, that have been being made 
and were not needed or appropriate. Stated that one thing that stuck out in his mind was 
people asking have you seen the Council, have you seen what they look like. Commented 
that this says a lot. Noted that in the news there was a statement about them lining their 
pockets with the money from the MUA. Advised that the Mayor makes $4,000.00 a year, 
and that Council gets a little check and that is it for what they do. Noted that there was a 
discussion when he first came on Council to increase their pay, but they agreed not to 
because it is not about the money and they do it because they are happy with what they do. 
Stated he is not lining his pocket and neither is the rest of Council. Stated he just does not 
like the negative comments. Noted that Mr. Tompkins could attest to the quote “service 
before self”. Commented that when he got the phone call three weeks prior to the Election, 
he went by that quote and decided to represent the town by becoming a Council member. 
Noted that it is a learning process. Advised that all of the questions he has he gets 
information from the Mayor. Noted he speaks to Council and residents throughout the 
town. Advised that he takes notes when residents are up talking during public comments so 
he can get them the answers from Administration. Stated they are trying to be diligent as far 
as cost saving and people that know him and his worth ethic, know that he gets it done and 
does not take his work or anything he does for granted. Stated he was voted in and is here to 
represent. Commented on the threats made by the public that if they vote one way they will 
not be back for another term. Stated that if he decided to run again and is not voted in, he 
will step away with his head held high and let the next person take his spot because he is not 
looking for votes or to be popular, but to do the right thing. Stated that there is a lot of good 
information that was put out by the residents. Commented that he did not know much 
about the MUA before becoming a Councilperson and learned a lot from the residents, the 
Mayor and Business Administrator. Noted that this was not taken lightly and if it had been, 
he would not have been here tonight but would have stayed in New York where he was 
visiting. Advised that he came because it is so important to him to be here for this. Stated 
that he agrees with the comments made by Councilwomen Burton and McCartney. Noted 
this has to be done within the year and that it started at the beginning of this year. Stated 
there is no slow down process, but a time limit that is in place. Commented that the process 
has not been easy. Thanked all and stated he feels in his opinion, it is in the best interest of 
the town. Added that they do not take orders from King Dave, as the Mayor is sometimes 
called in social media. Noted that this is just another negative conotation that he is 
somehow running the kingdom and Council is the court as the jesters. Stated that when he 
makes a decision, he looks at it wholeheartedly by looking into it and studying it as much as 
he can with the information he has. Thanked all for coming out. Noted that the decision 
that may or may not be made tonight was not taken lightly by anyone here.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Stated she cannot reiterate anymore than what has already 
been said. Commented that Council has been quiet and has taken in all of the information. 
Noted she may sit here stone faced as has been stated, but they are doing what they need to 
do to move forward in this town. Commented that she does not see us going backwards and 
wants to see progress in this town. Commented that residents have the right to say what 
they feel, but noted that they are residents as well. Noted they are all in this together and 
that no one is on an island by themselves. Noted this is her second term and she has been 
proud of all that has been accomplished. Stated that they have been through a lot. 
Commented on the negative comments made including saying that Council members are 
not from here. Noted they are from here and are residents as well. Stated that many in the 
town are from different cultural backgrounds and that is one of the things she loves about 
this town. Noted the various negative and nasty comments that have been made at the 
meetings and in the media, being very hurtful. Asked if any other Council members have 
been through that or is it because this Council is of different backgrounds. Noted the School 
Board meeting she had attended and her concern over how it was handled. Stated that she 
has always felt that once you are an elected official you keep that hat on at all times whether 
you are a resident or not. Stated that they are representing this town and know that 
wherever they go, whether you recognize them or not, they still represent Pemberton 
Township with dignity and integrity that the voters expected when voting them in. Noted 
that she has deleted all of her Township social media accounts because she does not want to 



see the negative. Stated that they are educated people like the residents and stand by what 
they believe in. Stated she wants all to know that they have read their notes, have gone back 
and forth. Commented that they may not answer every question like Mr. Tamn wants them 
to but asked that all treat them with some respect as Council has treated them.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Stated that she just wants to say that both the Township and 
the MUA have the best interests of the town. Commented that she believes the MUA has 
served the town with dedication. Noted that absorbing the MUA into the Township would 
create transparency for the residents. Stated she thinks that we should keep the integrity of 
the MUA as they have done 50 years of service. Noted they have kept the rates low and 
bring a lot of experience and dedication to that also. Stated we somehow need to imbed that 
into what we are doing moving forward. Noted her idea for an advisory board.  
 
Mr. Bayer stated that from a legal perspective he was not aware this was something she was 
interested in. Councilwoman McCartney stated this was something that came to her today. 
Mr. Bayer advised that if it was some form of Council Committee, they could just create it 
by Resolution. Stated that if they wanted to create an Advisory Board, it would have to be 
done by Ordinance to be added to the Township Code. Councilwoman McCartney asked 
what the Board of Ethics was. Mr. Bayer noted that Local Government can create a Local 
Ethics Board to hear complaints about assertions of violations of the Local Government 
Ethics Law. It was noted that the Township did not have a Board like this. Discussion 
ensued on different boards. Mr. Bayer explained what is being done with this ordinance. 
Mr. Hornickel offered to provide Council a draft ordinance about a Utilities Advisory 
Board. Discussion ensued about the possible creation of a separate advisory board. 
Councilman Gardner asked if this needed to be done before or after the Ordinance is 
adopted. Councilwoman McCartney stated she did not have a timeline as this just came to 
her. Mr. Bayer advised that it could be created by a separate ordinance such as Mr. 
Hornickel agreeing to supply a draft ordinance. All of Council was in agreement on 
reviewing a separate ordinance. Councilwoman McCartney stated this sounds good but is 
not comfortable with it not being in this ordinance. Councilwoman Burton stated it would 
not be in this ordinance anyway but would be a separate one. Discussion ensued on the 
Advisory Board. Mr. Hornickel agreed to put the draft ordinance together for Councils 
review.  
 
Roll call on motion to approve Ordinance 7-2019 
Burton, yes; McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
At this time Council took a 5-minute recess.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion of the meeting for general public 
comments.  
 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Commented on the two legs of government with one being 
the executive branch and the other being the legislative branch, which is Council. Stated 
that Council is in charge of creating the laws not enforcing them. Commented that with 
having the checks and balances we have; it is hard to believe we can have the same lawyer 
for the two different legs. Mr. Bayer advised that this issue came up when he was first 
appointed in 2007. Noted that the general principal is that under the Faulkner Act form of 
government, there is a Township Attorney who is the Attorney for both the Mayor and the 
Council. Stated that there was a legal challenge by the City of Newark, who has the same 
form of government and explained the challenge. Mr. Tompkins noted that the real reason 
he was here was for the Veterans Advisory Committee. Stated that their meetings are the 
first Tuesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. at the library. Noted that anyone can be in 
attendance and he expected to see Councilwoman McCartney there. Councilwoman 
McCartney advised that she wanted to know how the process works an that Ms. Cosnoski 
had provided Council with the Citizen Leadership form. Mr. Tompkins asked what 
communist doctrine we got that form from. Mr. Bayer advised that every town has them. 
Councilwoman McCartney advised on names that have been sent in and that she is looking 
forward to it. Advised she is an Army brat and that her Father was in both the Korean and 
Vietnam war. Mr. Tompkins advised that he had talked to the Clerk this morning after 
waiting a month for a call and still has not gotten a call from Council. Councilwoman 
McCartney asked if he heard what she just said and that she is going through the process so 
he will be seeing her. Councilman Gardner asked if the Mayor could explain what he had 
told him today. Mayor Patriarca noted that they were discussing the Veterans Advisory 
Committee and its role within the community. Stated that he had questioned whether or not 
Mr. Tompkins knew what the Veterans Advisory Committee was by some of the questions 
that were being asked. Noted that it is an Advisory Committee and as the ordinance states it 



should advise the Mayor and Council on all matters relating to the Veterans and their 
families. Further explained what the ordinance states as to the advisement of Council and 
the Mayor. Stated that he had an experience with this when previous members came to him 
with an idea for an event they were planning and it was put into the budget and approved by 
Council and the project moved forward. Commented that they could not make a decision 
but could advise as they were doing. Mr. Tompkins stated that they also help plan the 
Memorial Day parade and the Veterans Day ceremony at the memorial. Stated that there 
are a lot of things they get involved with but if no one is appointed who is gonna do it. 
Commented that his stance is that he does not agree with this form and one of his problems 
with it is that he is the Commander of the DAV and he will be the Commander until June. 
Stated is he is going to have representatives from his organization on a council representing 
us he will appoint them and his group will appoint them and submit the names to Council. 
Noted that someone just had to ask for names and he would have provided them but no one 
afforded him that opportunity. Stated he was advised the form has to be filled out and he 
does not agree with the fact that anyone can come in and fill out this form. Stated he is here 
as the Commander of the DAV and also as a representative of the local chapter in our town. 
Stated that if you come in here and voice your opinion the next thing you know your 
organization is getting ethics violations reports. Stated that the Commander is Fred Smith 
and the Adjutant is Johnny Walker and they would be happy to tell them that what he is 
doing is well within our guidelines. Stated that he did have two names and was not going to 
fill out this form but would give the names to Council if they asked for them. 
Councilwoman McCartney stated that when he came to them at the last meeting, he asked 
them to provide support. Mr. Tompkins stated that the process is clearly broken or they 
would have a committee right now. Stated that what he is trying to say is that maybe we 
need to look at a process to get it fixed and have a committee re-established. Mayor 
Patriarca advised that he had reached out to the members of the committee and advised that 
they are struggling right now and from the conversations he had with the members of the 
committee, it is struggling because of individuals that are inserting themselves into the 
process without going through the process. Noted that these individuals doing this are not 
appointed and that is unfortunate because these individuals are invaluable. A discussion 
ensued on the volunteers, the form that needs to be completed and the correct process. Mr. 
Tompkins stated that the DAV will have representation if someone reached out to him, and 
if they do not then they will not have representation. Councilwoman McCartney stated that 
this was his choice as there is a process and that if he wants to evaluate the process, we can 
change it but is needs to be discussed first.  

 
Sherry Scull, Country Lakes – 1. Noted that October 12th is the 100 Anniversary of the 
BMIA Association. Thanked Council and the Mayor for supporting the organization. 

Commented that it is not just a civic but a social organization. 2. Stated that in regard to the 
Veterans Advisory, unless it has been changed, in the ordinance there is supposed to be a 
representative from each organization. Commented that if you look at the list there are only 
two members whose terms have not expired and no one else appointed. Stated that someone 
certainly was not paying attention. Noted that the Seniors are very good about doing their 
appointments. Stated that she understood where Mr. Tompkins was coming from but that 
usually the organizations submit the names and that when she was there, she would bring 
the names back to Council. Stated it can be fixed and should be because the Veterans are 

important. 3. Commented on having a tough skin and stated then when you are an elected 
official you are going to get called all types of names. Mentioned an incident that occurred 
when she was Council President and was called a liar. Stated it is tough but you have to let 
that stuff slide off your back. Stated that she knows it is hard and that if she had never lost 
her son she probably would have sat there and cried, but it gave her a tough skin. Noted that 
she was disappointed that Council voted to go forward with the dissolution of the MUA. 
Stated that she believes that most of them believe it is the right thing to do but she does not 

think it is. 4. Commented on the tax abatement on an auto parts store in Browns Mills that 
ended up putting another auto parts store out of business. Commented that four of the 
Council members are school employees or former school employees and stated that tax 
abatement that is not going to provide taxes for the school district that is already losing $26 
million dollars. Stated that part of this may be why they are being accused of not doing their 
homework. Apologized to Councilman Gardner and stated that this happens to every 
Council and goes along with sitting up there. Stated it is a tough decision and she knows it 
is hard. Commented that people come in and get very emotional but we should all put that 
aside. Noted that her and the Mayor have fought tooth and nail over issues but if she agreed 
with him, she would sit here and tell you she agreed with him. Stated that it is issues and 
not personalities. Noted that she is sorry Council President Trueblood was called names and 
she was one of the first to say it was not her on the tape as she does not even say darn. 
Councilman Gardner stated that he had spoken to the Mayor today and asked him as it 
stands now how much of the school taxes are generated off of that property per year. Asked 
the Mayor to explain. Mayor Patriarca advised that he had made the offer to double that to 



the school district from the funds that they collect off of this PILOT. Stated he thinks that 
this seems fair. Ms. Scull asked if it was a vacant property. Mayor Patriarca stated it was a 
farm. Noted that that the school is only getting approximately $17.00 off of that property. 
Stated you want the town to build the school out of their financial problem by building and 
letting taxes go to the school. Stated that the taxes of almost $500,000.00 will go into the 
general budget as revenue and asked if that is not the same as keeping the cost down for the 
residents. Mayor Patriarca stated that the school needs to manage their budget. Commented 
that when you have how many assistant superintendents and he could go on and on about 
all of the 6-figure jobs they have. Stated this is where they need to make the cuts and it is not 
the town’s job to manage or save their budget. Stated he knows she feels the same way. Ms. 
Scull said absolutely. Stated that it is the town’s job when it impacts the residents and it will 
when they lose the $26 million dollars. Stated that the school will have to raise the taxes 
now and it should all be one big picture. Discussion ensued on the school and its 
management. Noted she is disappointed in Council and hopes it all works out but thinks it 
will not.  

 

Joseph Huber, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the taxes being generated from the farm 

and what would come from the warehouse. 2. Stated that the school is doing as much as it 
can and they are functioning and fine. Noted that they have larger classrooms and have lost 

some employees. 3. Asked about raw sewage going into the lake and what is going to be 
done with that now that they will own the MUA as of January 1st. Mayor Patriarca stated 
that according to the MUA that is not occurring but it will be investigated once we control 
the system and if it is a problem we will fix it. Mr. Huber stated it is a problem. Mayor 
Patriarca stated he knows that but we do not control the operations of the system as of yet. 
Mr. Huber stated that nothing has been dug up or roped off. Mayor Patriarca asked him if 
he went to the MUA meeting last night to bring it to their attention.  

 
Terry Maldonado, Browns Mills – 1. Asked if in local municipalities, school taxes are here 
and municipalities here and in Pemberton it is the opposite. Stated that in most 
municipalities your school taxes are higher. Council President Trueblood noted that she was 
still waiting on her written apology.  

 

Sandy Glauson, Browns Mills – 1. Asked what the difference is between the John Deere 
lawnmowers the town is trying to buy. Mr. Hornickel advised that two are the same and 

one is smaller for smaller jobs. 2. Asked when the leaf collection is scheduled for. Mayor 
Patriarca stated he knows it is coming up. Advised that the schedule takes us deep into 
December and it is a big town. Stated that in order to pick them up later we would be 
picking up into February. Ms. Glauson stated that the leaves are not coming down but the 
nuts are. Council President Trueblood advised that it is on the website.  

 

America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Commented on the Council voting to dissolve 
the MUA. Stated it is sad and asked what is going to happen to the Seniors who are not 
benefitting from this and if their prices will go up. Councilwoman Burton reiterated that 
Council had said before that the rates will not be going up. Stated that we cannot say 

forever, but there are currently no plans to raise rates. 2. Asked about the hours for the 
Public Works yard and if the hours Thursday are still 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Mayor Patriarca 
stated they are still currently running those hours but they will be making adjustments soon 
because of it getting darker earlier. Noted they are monitoring the usage during those hours 
and will make adjustments as needed which will be advertised. Questioned when TV’s can 
be brought up. Mayor Patriarca advised that when the yard is open, they can bring those 

items. 3. Wished Council the best but wishes they had left it the way it was.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  

 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 
Councilwoman McCartney asked to pull Resolutions 235-2019 and 239-2019 and New 
Business A2.  
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 
*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2019 and September 18, 2019. 

 



*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  234-2019  Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $526.00. 
 
  235-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  236-2019 Authorizes purchase of two John Deere Z920 Ztrack 48" riding lawn mowers and 

one John Deere Z915E Ztrack 48" riding lawn mower for $23,530.64 from Central 
Jersey Equipment LLC through the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Contract. 

 
  237-2019 Authorizes the use of Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Funds for 

Housing Rehabilitation Program for Spellman, Block 776.01, Lot 15 in the amount 
of $18,150.00. 

 
  238-2019 Authorizes the Township to apply to Burlington County for a Municipal Park 

Development Grant to rehabilitate the playground surface of Imagination Kingdom 
Park and to improve signage throughout Township parks in the amount of 
$247,108.20. 

 
  239-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 *a. Purchases over $3,000 
 

1.  Recreation - Purchase of consignment discount tickets for various attractions from 
NJRPA in the total amount of $5,023.50. 

 
2.  Public Works - Moving services for Police Building to DPW from Myroncuck House 
Movers Inc. in the total amount of $13,500.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered 
later in the meeting. 

 
3.  Public Works - Temporary Laborers for 2019 Leaf Collection from Express Services in 
the total amount of $17,500.00.  

 
4.  Public Works - Installation of piers for DPW Office addition from Pioneer General 
Contracting Co. Inc., in the total amount of $6,600.00. 

 
5. Public Work - Purchase of replacement bucket for bucket truck unit  #9 in the total 
amount of $3,764.00. 

  
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
  

RESOLUTIONS 
235-2019 Authorizes the cancellation of excess revaluation reserve funds. Pulled  
  from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilwoman Burton asked what this was about. Mr. Hornickel explained that this was left 
over funds from the revaluation process. Mayor Patriarca advised that an emergency ordinance 
had to be passed that year for $750,000.00 to do the revaluation which we were forced to do by 
the County. Noted that this amount is for unused funds which will get cancelled off of the debt.  
 
Motion by Burton and McCartney to approve Resolution 235-2019. Burton, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carries.  
 

239-2019 Authorizes Redevelopment Agreement with 200 South Pemberton 
Urban Renewal LLC. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilwoman McCartney asked about the exhibits that should be attached but are not. 
Mr. Bayer explained that they are documents which Council has already approved at 
previous meetings and further explained each exhibit.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Burton to approve Resolution 239-2019. McCartney, yes; 
Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 *a. Purchases over $3,000 
 

2.  Public Works - Moving services for Police Building to DPW from Myroncuck House 
Movers Inc. in the total amount of $13,500.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilwoman McCartney asked what they were actually going to be moving. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that they would be moving the modular piece of the Police building 
down to Public Works area. Mayor Patriarca advised what part of the building was being 
moved. Explained that the Council had approved an addition to the Police department so 
they are using this to extend the Public Works facility.  



 
Motion by McCartney and Burton to approve New Business item A2. McCartney, yes;  
Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
a. Engineer's Report – 9/26/2019  

Council President Trueblood noted that the Presidential Lakes firehouse’s septic system 
was constructed and approved by the County Health Department.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 9/27/2019. 
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Noted that this was a very difficult decision on the MUA. Stated he 
hopes that he gave them the legal guidance on the issues they were confronting as well as 
answer the questions from Council and the public.   
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Thanked Council for their decision this evening. Stated this 
reinforces his belief that we have the right people in place to govern our town and doing 
what is right for all the residents. Asked that all be conscious that it is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. Stated there are still too many people suffering and becoming victims of 
this including men. Spoke about Beyoncé’s father and hearing today that he was a Breast 
Cancer survivor. Noted that this weekend would be the Fire Expo and Imagination 
Kingdom.  
 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Noted that the Dominique Johnson Center is now back up and 
running. Advised that the shingles have been received and the Country Lakes Recreation 
Center roof would be done and then the Senior Center roof. Stated that the Presidential 
Lakes firehouse now has power and this Friday the walk through will be done for the punch 
list items. Noted that New York Road is currently being paved and will then be paving 
California Trail in a week. Stated they have made great progress on Ong’s Run Pedestrian 
Trail and that the Evergreen Boulevard side is almost done and then they will be moving 
over to the Broadway side. Advised that the County had approved some grant funds for 
Recreation which will give us the opportunity to invest more in our parks. Thanked Council 
for their vote on the MUA and giving Administration to absorb, incorporate and transfer the 
MUA operations into the Township overall operations. Noted that some people kept 
mentioning what the Township would take from the MUA but what they are not aware of is 
how the Township can help the MUA out. Advised on the road programs and equipment 
we have that could be brought to MUA projects to assist them in their larger projects. 
Commented on the Water Division violations and noted that they have to 100% pure water. 
Stated that the sewer permit to discharge into the surface water is 85%. Noted that this is a 
big variance and that they have never had to produce 100% pure water. Stated he would not 
expect them to have violations because they have a lot of room to work with. Asked all to 
rest assured that they will start the process tomorrow morning by meeting with their staff.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Thanked Mr. Hornickel for the explanation he provided earlier. 
Thanked the Mayor for the issues that he also addressed. Stated he is sure there were several 
people tonight heard the actual facts and truth about certain things. Commended both and 
stated that what people were used to hearing was not the truth in his opinion. Thanked 
Council for all they had gone through over the year and stated that it was a process. 
Commented that name calling does not bother him but it was continuous and he found it to 
be inappropriate for grown people to be acting like 5th graders on the playground. Stated he 
is not here for a popularity contest but to do the best job he can. Noted that many of the 
people doing the name calling, he has never seen their name on a ballot for Council or 
Mayor so they are talking but they do not want to submit their time and effort to do the job 
and see what it takes to run the Town and Council. Noted he had received an email from a 
resident today that stated that their water as of September 1st was not being converted to the 
County. Mayor Patriarca advised that we have one system in the town that the County 
owns and is the New Lisbon system. Stated he believes there are 46 residents that are 



serviced by that along with the Township, the County and so forth. Noted that over the 
years we have had an agreement with them that we would manage that system and also 
would be able to collect the revenues from that system. Stated that we have not been able to 
come to an agreement on the system and have been working to try and purchase the system 
from them because they believe it is important to stay in public control. Advised that the 
County is looking to potentially sell the system. Noted they are negotiating with them and 
have some successful sit downs but currently they are operating their system and are billing 
the customers. Noted they have not heard of any rate changes but that the revenues will go 
to the County at this point. Councilman Gardner asked if there was any active recruitment 
going on for volunteers for the fire department. Mr. Hornickel advised that they had a 
marketing campaign that would be starting off next week. Stated that the Fire Chief would 
be doing this. Thanked all for coming out.   

 
Councilwoman Burton – Stated it has been a long night and thanked everyone for coming 
out and expressing their concerns about everything not just the MUA. Thanked Mr. 
Hornickel and the Mayor for clarifying a lot of the information. Stated she is glad that a lot 
of people were here to hear it. Thanked Councilwoman McCartney for always thinking 
ahead. Thanked the Council President for addressing the concerns that are disheartening 
such as name-calling and disrespect. Advised that there had been a town hall at the Country 
Lakes firehouse on vaping and it was very well attended and received. Noted she was a little 
apprehensive at first because when she first got there, there were 12 people outside vaping, 
but that they came into the meeting and it ended up being a good event with an exchange of 
information. Stated they taught us and we taught them. Asked all to have a good night and 
get home safe.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Noted that it was a very difficult decision tonight but she 
does believe that they made the best decision for all of the residents. Thanked Mr. 
Hornickel, the Mayor, Council and the Clerk for all working hard and getting them the 
documents, they needed. Stated that a lot of residents were concerned about raising the rates 
but noted again that part of the Local Finance Board application sated that the town was 
not going to do that. Advised that the focus has been on conserving the costs and reducing 
the expenses from the very beginning. Stated she is looking forward to a Utility Advisory 
Board so that all the stakeholders can collaborate ad contribute to make the best decisions 
for the residents. Noted that for Clean Communities they would be out at the Browns Mills 
firehouse on October 12th at 8:00 am. Asked all to sign up on the Deborah list to help raise 
funds for Deborah Hospital. Noted that November 2nd is Browns Mills firehouse again at 
8:00am.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked all again. Stated they have all expressed that they 
feel they had done the right thing for all of the residents. Thanked all for coming out and 
being patient with them and listening to the information that was given.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


